
  Appendix D 

SCIA # 2 (14/15) 

Service Area: Communities & Business Service: Economic Development 

 

Activity Broadband and business 

growth 

No. of Staff: 0 fte 

      

Activity Budget Growth 14/15 

£000 

15/16 

£000 

16/17 

£000 

17/08 

£000 

Activity to improve/deliver 

broadband in local communities as 

well as funding for business growth 

initiatives 

80 � (50) � 

  

Reasons for and explanation 

of proposed change in service 

 

 

 

 

There is considerable demand in some parts of the 

District for improved Broadband. This Council has 

assisted the County Council with its ‘Make Kent Quicker’ 

campaign in order to prove the need for the County’s 

BDUK provision in our District.  Sevenoaks District had 

the highest response to this campaign in the County.  In 

addition, Officers have made applications to DEFRA for 

funding for rural broadband, the outcome of which is 

awaited.  The Members’ Broadband Working Group is 

currently looking at additional activity that could be 

taken forward either to assist communities to help 

themselves or for the Council to work with other 

broadband providers to provide superfast or ultrafast 

broadband.   

An example of this is the Crockham Hill project where a 

group of local people have formed a Community Interest 

Company to provide a broadband service.  The service is 

up and running and they anticipate a profit for the local 

community. There are other examples of this sort of 

initiative which does not rely on BDUK.  If the Council 

were to be involved in the procurement of a similar 

service for other parts of the District, it would be 

necessary to buy the technical advice firstly to assess 

the need and then build a business case.  If successful 

at this stage, it may be necessary to seed fund the 

implementation of any scheme.  This would only be 

progressed if a profit for the Council, and therefore the 

community, were identified through the business plan 

and other technical studies. 

In addition to the need for and the opportunity to provide 

broadband services, the Economic and Community 
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Development Portfolio Holder and the Communities & 

Business team are looking for opportunities to grow the 

local economy and increase the business rate base.  

Initiatives currently include the production of a 

prospectus and DVD that will market the District to 

businesses who may wish to locate to the District or 

grow within the District. There is also a need to obtain 

up-to-date information about commercial property in 

order to be able to promote the District as a business 

location.   

It is not possible accurately to estimate how much this 

work might cost.  The intention would be, wherever 

possible, to make use of existing knowledge and skills 

within the Council and wider community.  However, it is 

clear that some expenditure will be necessary if progress 

is to be made. It is suggested that the sum of £50K per 

year over a 5 year period could be earmarked for 

development opportunities and needs as they arise and 

this this fund should be used in order to assist the 

Council not only to take advantage of development 

opportunities and grow the local economy but, wherever 

possible, to raise an income.   

At its meeting on 6th February, Cabinet agreed that in 

order to progress development and inward investment 

opportunities, a Business Development Manager post 

should be funded for two years.  It is therefore proposed 

to allocate £50K to this post in the first two years and 

the sum of £30K to help broadband and other initiatives 

over a period of 5 year period.   

    

Key Stakeholders Affected Businesses, residents, broadband users 

  

Likely impacts and 

implications of the change in 

service (include Risk Analysis) 

This is a new budget in order to develop the local 

economy with potential for income to the Council.  There 

is no adverse impact on existing services. 

 
 

2013/14 Budget £ 000  Performance Indicators 

Operational Cost 0  Code & Description Actual Target 

Income 0  2013/14 n/a*   

Net Cost 0     

*An appropriate performance indicator for this budget would be the amount of increase 

in value to the local economy measured using the Experian Model. 

 


